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District Mission: Grounded by our history, as one of the oldest publicly supported schools in Wisconsin,  
MPSD is the heart of a small community that educates and inspires our students for a bright future in a big world.

Dear Family and Friends of the Mineral Point School District,

The excitement of second semester is 
upon us. Regardless if this year is a 

child’s first day of kindergarten; a move 
from elementary to middle school; or a 
student’s last year of high school, our 
schools and educators are ready to work 
with Mineral Point students to make sure 
every child has the knowledge and skills 
needed for success in college and career. 

Mineral Point has a long tradition of excellent schools, 
something reflected in our students’ solid performance on 
Advanced Placement and college entrance exams as well 
as our leading high school graduation rate. Despite our  
successes, the district must continue improving and make sure 
all of our students are well prepared for the realities of the 
global economy. 

To continue moving education forward, the district is advanc-
ing several focus areas by setting goals through 2017. A 
comprehensive action plan is currently being developed for 
education reform in the areas of academic achievement, fis-
cal responsibility, community engagement, and technology. 
Specifics of this plan will be released in the near future as part 
of a culminating effort by a strategic planning committee 
comprised of residents, with and without children in the dis-
trict, as well as teachers, administrators, and board members. 

The District will set aggressive but achievable goals to increase 
students’ chances of academic success. Together, we can make 
sure every child graduates ready for college and career. 

Kindest Regards,
Luke Francois | Luke.Francois@mp.k12.wi.us | 987.0740

It is truly an honor to be Mineral Point’s superintendent.

Bonnie Cox retired from driving 
bus after 42 years with the dis-

trict. “Bonnie always greeted stu-
dents with a friendly smile and a 
heartfelt goodbye for 42 years. She 
always placed student safety as pri-
ority, even in times when routes were 
taken under less than ideal weather 
conditions. Bonnie always followed 
the laws of the road and in addition 
to driving, acted as a mentor and a 
teacher. Bonnie taught students courtesy, discipline, effective 
communication, and safety. Bonnie concluded her tenure by 
writing each of her bus riders an individual note. Bonnie will 
be missed by Mineral Point Schools and First Student,” said 
Superintendent Francois. c
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I
t is hard to believe that the school year is half 
over! I w

ant to graciously thank those elem
en-

tary fam
ilies that took tim

e to respond to our fall 
“Parent C

om
m

unication &
 Engagem

ent” survey. 
Your responses are valued and have been taken 
to heart.

Com
m

unication preferences
W

e found 47%
 of respondents preferred an em

ail 
and 27%

 a w
ritten note for teacher com

m
unications. O

thers preferred 
a phone call or a face-to-face conference. There w

ere 24%
 of you 

w
ho expressed that the paperless Pointer Press w

as the m
ost effective 

office com
m

unication tool, but it is clear that no one m
ethod w

orks 
for everyone. W

eekly classroom
 new

sletters (18%
) w

ere appreciated 
as w

ere Blackboard robo calls and em
ails. W

h
at h

ave w
e don

e to 
im

prove com
m

u
n

ication
? Like or follow

 our M
ineral Point Elem

entary 
C

om
m

unity page on Facebook. This is not “hard new
s,” but daily 

celebrations of learning and school clim
ate events. The new

 district 
w

ebsite w
w

w
.m

in
eralpoin

tsch
ools.org w

ill provide easy inform
a-

tion access and eventually house a feed for the Pointer Press. The  
com

m
unity link on our w

ebsite houses non-school activity contacts. 
The elem

entary now
 hosts tw

o C
om

m
unity Events Registration nights 

per year. C
om

m
unity groups from

 M
ineral Point and Iow

a C
ounty 

can set up an inform
ational table in the gym

 to join non-school 
activities. These m

ay include, but are not lim
ited to basketball, ten-

nis, sum
m

er recreation, soccer, Shake Rag A
lley, dance classes, 4H

, 
and m

ore.

Parent engagem
ent

A
 solid percentage of parents felt connected to our staff, but far few

er 
fam

ilies felt connected to each other. W
h

at h
ave w

e don
e an

d w
h

at 
w

ill w
e do to im

prove paren
t en

gagem
en

t? W
e w

ill continue to host 
com

m
unity and fam

ily guests at our short, Friday assem
blies. M

usic 
in our Schools m

onth is looking exciting! O
ur H

our of C
ode night 

brought students and parents together to participate in a w
orldw

ide 
com

puter coding event. A
 recent school garden grant w

ill provide 
further parent opportunities. A

nyone interested in a parent-child 
cooking class? O

ver the past m
onth, parents gathered to discuss and 

organize an after school program
 and the num

ber of interested fam
i-

lies is grow
ing. W

e continue to support com
m

unity service opportuni-
ties for our students, and w

e have w
elcom

ed over 70 volunteers into 
the building to date. 

A
ll of these exciting changes w

ere m
ade in response to the survey. 

The elem
entary staff is w

orking hard to have all students achieve. It 
is also im

portant to us that our parents and com
m

unity feel the sam
e 

sense of belongingness that w
e do each day of school. Please share 

ideas and w
ays that w

ill help our students, staff, parents, and others 
to strengthen our school and com

m
unity connections. c

A
nne Palzkill 

A
nne.Palzkill@

m
p.k12.w

i.us | 987.0710
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L
ions 

and 
tigers 

and 
bears 

could easily be changed to 
m

eetings and m
usicals and ath-

letics, O
h M

y! O
ur high school 

and 
students 

have 
been 

busy 
th

is 
w

in
ter. 

Sem
ester 

exam
s 

have concluded and the second 
term

 
is 

w
ell 

under 
w

ay. 
The 

speed at w
hich the school year passes never seem

s 
to slow

 dow
n. Soon w

e w
ill begin the process of 

registering for classes for the 2014-15 school year. 

O
ur students have been tested on the field of play, 

in front of audiences w
hile up on stage and in the 

classroom
. Each test helps prepare our students 

for their next test and it does not m
atter if it is in 

the form
 of another gam

e, perform
ance or exam

. 
M

ineral Point H
igh School is preparing our stu-

dents for the future.

A
s 

w
e 

m
ove 

tow
ard 

the 
future 

w
e 

continually 
m

ake adjustm
ents along the w

ay. Students have 
taken 

the 
W

isconsin 
Know

ledge 
and 

C
oncepts 

Exam
 (W

KC
E) in the fall of the year. N

ext year the 
test w

ill be directly linked to the C
om

m
on C

ore 
State Standards (C

C
SS) and be called the Sm

arter 
Balanced test. This test w

ill be m
ore application 

based and ask our 3rd through 8th grade students 
to apply the know

ledge they gain at school. There 
w

ill also be a change for H
igh School students. 

They w
ill be taking part in a suite of tests know

n as 
Explore, Plan and A

C
T (EPA

S). O
ur freshm

en w
ill 

take the Explore test in the fall and spring of the 
year, the sophom

ores w
ill take the Plan test in the 

spring and all juniors w
ill take the A

C
T test on the 

sam
e day follow

ed the next day by the W
ork Keys 

exam
. The high school tests are m

eant to deter-
m

ine if our students are college or career ready. To 
help our students to be better prepared w

e w
ill be 

testing them
 this spring to get som

e data to use to 
m

ake im
provem

ents if necessary, to w
hat w

e offer 
our students.

Please know
 that educating your children, our stu-

dents, is a great privilege. O
n behalf of the staff at 

M
PH

S, thank you for trusting us to do our very best.

M
ineral Point Schools, a great place to be! c

M
itch W

ainw
right 

M
itch.W

ainw
right@

m
p.k12.w

i.us | 987.0730

I
n 

our 
ever-changing, 

technologically 
advancing 

w
orld, 

it takes m
ore than a good school to educate children. 

A
ccording to a U

niversity of Illinois Extension study, “…
chil-

dren w
hose parents, or other significant adults, share in their 

form
al education tend to do better in school.” W

ith this in 
m

ind over the sum
m

er w
e evaluated the effectiveness and effi-

ciency of our current school-hom
e com

m
unication. Looping, 

or teaching w
ith the sam

e class for tw
o years provided us 

w
ith the unique opportunity to try tw

o different m
ethods of 

com
m

unication w
ith the sam

e population and receive their 
perspectives on the tw

o different m
odels.

Year one m
odel

The first year of the pilot w
e im

plem
ented a traditional w

eekly 
new

sletter. It included one grade level activity photo, im
por-

tant dates for the next w
eek, and sum

m
arized skills taught 

that w
eek.

Evaluation of year one m
odel

A
fter surveying our parents about school-hom

e com
m

unica-
tion w

e found that m
ost parents felt very w

ell inform
ed about 

w
hat his or her child w

as learning at school throughout 
the year. H

ow
ever, m

ost parents responded that w
hile they 

knew
 w

hat generally occurred at school they did not feel 
w

ell inform
ed about w

hat happened on a daily basis in the 
classroom

. From
 a teacher’s perspective, w

e noticed that the 
w

eekly new
sletter w

as easily lost am
idst the shuffle of papers 

from
 school to hom

e. 

Year tw
o m

odel
The second year of the pilot w

e replaced the w
eekly paper 

new
sletter w

ith daily posts on Facebook. W
ithin 48 hours and 

before the school year had begun, w
e w

ere connected w
ith 

over half of our fam
ilies and som

e com
m

unity m
em

bers. To 
date w

e are connected w
ith 87%

 of our students’ fam
ilies and 

num
erous com

m
unity m

em
bers. 

To ensure the m
axim

um
 am

ount of security and privacy 
for our students, the account w

as set up w
ith the m

axim
um

 
security options that Facebook allow

s. This includes, but is not 
lim

ited to: parents are not allow
ed to tag photos, only friends 

can see the photos w
e post, and only current parents, school 

personnel, and verified educational professionals are accepted 
as friends. Extended fam

ily m
em

bers are accepted w
ith w

rit-
ten parental perm

ission. O
nly students w

hose parents signed 
the district m

edia release are ever pictured on Facebook.

W
hy Facebook?

com
m

unication tool that parents already use

or needed m
aterials for projects

21st Century School-h
om

e Com
m

unication
2nd G

rade Pilots the U
se of Facebook as a D

aily Com
m

unication Tool

com
m

unication about w
hat w

as learned at school

daily photos and videos of students learning and w
orking

and strategies that have been taught in the classroom

w
ere used as a teaching tool during the day

 
happened during the day

M
id-year evaluation of year tw

o m
odel

A
fter surveying our parents and other Facebook friends, w

e 
found that the m

ajority preferred Facebook over the tradi-
tional new

sletter as an effective school-hom
e com

m
unica-

tion tool. The top reasons w
hy parents said they preferred 

Facebook w
ere:

1.  Pictures and videos helped them
 feel m

ore  
connected to school

2. Increased school-related conversations at hom
e

3. Provides rem
inders of im

portant event, dates, etc.

4. Builds com
m

unity aw
areness and support for the school

n
ot every system

 is a perfect system
W

hile Facebook com
m

unication seem
s to be highly effective 

and efficient for m
ost, there are som

e for w
hom

 this is not a 
preferred m

ethod. To ensure that these fam
ilies still receive 

sim
ilar com

m
unications w

e print off the posts w
eekly to send 

to those fam
ilies. A

dditionally w
e have im

plem
ented a sug-

gestion from
 the survey and have recently begun sending 

posts and photos to fam
ilies via e-m

ail.

O
verall Facebook has proven itself to not only keep parents 

inform
ed about w

hat their children learn at school in a 
year, but has also filled the daily com

m
unication gap that 

w
e noticed w

ith the traditional new
sletter. Today’s parents 

w
ant to be actively involved in the day-to-day activities of 

their children. By using “academ
ic netw

orking” tools, such 
as Facebook, Tw

itter, etc., w
e have m

ade com
m

unicating 
school new

s in a tim
ely m

anner m
ore effective and efficient. 

The effectiveness of using Facebook is best stated by one of 
our parents, “…

It seem
s to be m

uch easier to access and gives 
som

e really positive tools to help us as parents to help w
here 

w
e can.” c

“
Being able to see w

hat m
y child is doing 

is great. I feel like I am
 part of her day.”
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Bennett, Busch and Kelm
, 

h
erb Kohl Teacher  

Fellow
ship n

om
inees

L
ifka Bennett, Laura Busch, and Susan Kelm

 w
ere nom

-
inated for The Kohl Teacher Fellow

ship program
 that 

recognizes and supports teaching excellence and innova-
tion in the State of W

isconsin. From
 the C

ESA
 3 area, 

M
s. Busch and M

s. Bennett w
ere selected to advance and 

com
pete at the state level.The State Selection C

om
m

ittee 
w

ill m
eet early February and the Kohl Foundation w

ill 
announce Fellow

ship recipients in M
arch. c

D
iefenbach and W

iegel  
Receive n

ational Board 
&HUWLǊ

FDWLRQ

T
he 

m
ission 

of 
the 

N
ational 

Board 
is 

to 
advance 

student 
learning 

and 
achieve-

m
ent by establishing the definitive 

standards and system
s for certify-

ing 
accom

plished 
educators, 

pro-
viding 

program
s 

and 
advocating 

policies that support excellence in 
teaching and leading, and engag-
ing N

ational Board certified teach-
ers and leaders in that process. To 
date, m

ore than 106,000 teachers 
in all 50 states and 1,000 teach-
ers in the state of W

isconsin have 
achieved 

the 
profession’s 

highest 
m

ark of accom
plishm

ent through a 
rigorous, perform

ance-based, peer-
review

 process. Earning the certifica-
tion is usually a one- to three-year 
process. It requires com

pleting four 
teaching practice portfolio entries and six assessm

ents of 
content know

ledge, skills, and practice.

In addition to current N
ationally Board C

ertified M
em

bers 
of D

an Rhode and Rachael Schroeder the D
istrict now

 
recognizes Kim

berly D
iefenbach and Penny W

iegel as 
N

ational Board C
ertified. c

PEP u
pdate

S
everal years ago PEP began using the H

assle Free Fundraiser 
as a w

ay to raise m
oney for im

proving and advancing 
technology in M

ineral Point schools. W
e decided to keep the 

program
 as sim

ple as possible. O
ur kids didn’t have to sell 

anything, com
m

unity m
em

bers didn’t have to buy anything, 
there w

as no event to attend or arrange and the full am
ount of 

your donations w
ent to enhancing the experience M

P students 
had in the classroom

. The H
assle Free Fundraiser is not held 

every year, but has raised over $10,000 since 2011 and w
e 

thank those of you w
ho have contributed to the cause. That 

m
oney has purchased Sm

art Boards for classroom
s, hand held 

response system
s and M

ath Intervention kits, just to nam
e a 

few
 recent things. 

PEP has also raised m
oney through Scrip gift card sales and 

Schoolm
all m

agazine sales. These projects have helped to 
provide som

e of the follow
ing: financial support for Science 

N
ight, field trip adm

ission and transportation costs for classes 
from

 pre-K through high school, parent education w
orkshops, 

classroom
 supplies for teachers (carts, countertops, storage 

bins etc.), the PEP G
ood C

itizen scholarship to graduating 
seniors (A

nna G
evelinger, C

heyenne Ferrell, Jordyn D
olphin), 

new
 playground equipm

ent, Pointer Props notecards, N
ooks 

for the IM
C

, a staff appreciation lunch, IX
L and BrainPop 

w
ebsite m

em
bership fees, graphing calculators for high school 

m
ath classes, registration fees for staff educational develop-

m
ent w

orkshops, devices to connect iPads to Sm
art Boards, 

PC
 m

onitors and a speaker for the Safe &
 C

aring schools 
program

. 

The sale of prepackaged School Kits has been another PEP 
project for the last several years. This is another sm

all fun-
draiser for our group and any profits from

 it are used to 
purchase school kits for local fam

ilies in need of assistance in 
getting these item

s for their children.

O
ver the last 3 years, PEP has provided alm

ost $20,000 in 
extras for the students and staff of M

P schools. W
e sincerely 

thank all of you w
ho have supported PEP! W

hile The Pointer 
Education Partnership strives to be m

ore than a fundraising 
organization, your financial donations to the H

assle Free 
Fundraiser and purchase of Scrip gift cards contribute greatly 
to enhancing the education of our young Pointers! 

To learn m
ore about PEP attend a m

eeting scheduled the 2nd 
M

onday of each m
onth at 6:00 p.m

. in the M
ineral Point H

igh 
School Library or contact President Paula Schuette at pointer-
pep@

gm
ail.com

 c

T
he M

ineral Point School D
istrict is the recent recipient of a 

$25,000 grant from
 the W

isconsin Technology Initiative to 
help reduce the financial barriers of integrating instructional 
technology into the M

ineral Point classroom
.

The 
grant 

w
ill 

be 
used 

to 
develop 

learning 
in 

students 
through an engaging environm

ent through the purchase of 
interactive w

hite boards, docum
ent cam

eras, and a telepres-
ence. Interactive w

hiteboards allow
s for m

ultiple students to 
approach the board and learn through touch by interacting 
w

ith lesson. D
ocum

ent cam
eras transfer tw

o dim
ensional 

im
ages to the interactive w

hite board allow
ing for students 

to m
anipulate inform

ation on a piece of paper. Telepresence 
allow

s for students to share course content betw
een buildings 

w
ithout having to travel and take virtual field trips across the 

state, country or w
orld.

“The technology received w
ill m

ake it easier for the classroom
 

experience to com
e alive through engaging and interactive 

lessons offered through different technologies. O
ur students 

w
ill greatly benefit from

 this gift for years to com
e,” said 

Luke Francois, Superintendent. “I am
 very excited to take 

our first live virtual field trip via telepresence to a m
useum

 
in W

ashington D
C

 for exam
ple. A

n experience such as that 
is not som

ething M
ineral Point students w

ould norm
ally get 

to do.”

“W
e knew

 M
ineral Point district w

ould understand the im
por-

tance and w
ould put the technology to good use,” said M

ike 
Kerr, Executive D

irector of W
isconsin Technology Initiative. 

“W
e are excited to see the positive results that w

ill com
e from

 
this project.”

The W
isconsin Technology Initiative w

as established in 2010 
by John P. and Tashia F. M

orgridge to im
prove academ

ic 
achievem

ent by providing funding for the advancem
ent of 

instructional technology in learning environm
ents through-

out the state of W
isconsin.

About W
isconsin Technology Initiative

The W
isconsin Technology Initiative provides funding to K-12 

schools to advance the use of technology in learning environ-
m

ents throughout the state of W
isconsin. Form

ed by John P. 
and Tashia F. M

orgridge, W
isconsin Technology Initiative is 

a continuation of the M
orgridges’ com

m
itm

ent to their hom
e 

state and to higher education. A
m

ong other things, they have 
supported scholarships at A

lverno C
ollege in M

ilw
aukee, at 

the U
niversity of W

isconsin-M
ilw

aukee, and at the U
niversity 

of 
W

iscon
sin

-M
adison

 
an

d 
th

ey 
provided 

th
e 

foun
din

g 
gift for the Fund for W

isconsin Scholars. Learn m
ore at:  

w
w

w
.W

isconsinTechnologyInitiative.org c

M
ineral Point receives $25,000 grant from

 the  
W

isconsin Technology Initiative

W
RESTLIn

G
:

Saturday, February 15: 
Regionals at River Ridge

Tuesday, February 18: 
Team

 Sectionals at Royall

Saturday, February 22: 
Individual Sectionals at N

ecedah

February 27-29: 
Individual State Tournam

ent

Saturday, M
arch 8: Team

 State

W
inter Sports Season u

pdate

T
he w

inter sports season is in full sw
ing entering the m

onth of February. A
long w

ith the m
onth of February brings the W

IA
A

 
tournam

ent series. The M
PH

S w
inter season sports team

s are all experiencing successful seasons and are excited to enter 
tournam

ent play.

Follow
ing is the W

IA
A

 tournam
ent schedule for February and M

arch:

BO
YS BASKETBALL:

Tuesday, February 25: Regionals

Friday, February 28: Regional Sem
is

Saturday, M
arch 1: Regional Finals

Thursday, M
arch 6: 

Sectional Sem
is at Richland Center

Saturday, M
arch 8:  

Sectional Finals at Baraboo

M
arch 13-15:  

State Tournam
ent – Kohl Center, M

adison

G
IRLS BASKETBALL:

Tuesday, M
arch 4: Regionals

Friday, M
arch 7: Regional Sem

is

Saturday, M
arch 8: Regional Finals

Thursday, M
arch 13:  

Sectional Sem
is at Verona

Saturday, M
arch 15:  

Sectional Finals at D
eforest

M
arch 20-22: State Tournam

ent –  
Resch Center, G

reen Bay
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O
n January 29th the M

ineral Point FFA
 attended the 

D
istrict 12 FFA

 Speaking C
ontest at Pecatonica H

igh 
School. There w

ere 17 participants from
 M

ineral Point com
-

peting against FFA
 m

em
bers from

 7 other schools 

The 8th grade quiz bow
lers that com

peted w
here Team

 1 Katie 
Fitzsim

m
ons, 

M
addie 

Siegenthaler, 
A

m
anda 

M
urphy 

and 
M

adison Bow
ers Team

 2 M
elany Brieno, M

alorie Johnson, 
and Jacob M

oellers Team
 1 placed first and w

ill m
ove onto 

the sectional speaking contest. In this contest 8th grade FFA
 

m
em

bers com
pete against team

s from
 other schools to answ

er 
questions about FFA

 facts. It is the first speaking com
petition 

open to them
 in their FFA

 career.

H
annah Parkinson placed first and Tom

m
ie Loken placed 2nd 

in The FFA
 C

reed Speaking contest and both w
ill be advanc-

ing to sectionals. The C
reed C

ontest involves reciting the FFA
 

C
reed from

 m
em

ory and answ
ering a serious of questions 

about the C
reed.

In Extem
poraneous Speaking D

ebbie H
eth placed first and 

w
ill be m

oving onto the sectional contest. Scott Pittz placed 
3rd. The Extem

poraneous contest consists of a student draw
-

ing an A
gricultural related topic and preparing a 5 m

inute 
speech on that topic.

The Job Interview
 contest had Rachel M

cC
oy placed 1st and 

w
ill be m

oving onto the sectional contest. D
akota Jam

es 
placed 4th. The Job Interview

 C
ontest is a very practical con-

test that has the FFA
 m

em
ber interview

 for an agricultural 
related job.

FFA
 D

istrict Speaking Contest

The D
iscussion M

eet contest had Reid Suddeth placing second 
and m

oving onto the sectional contest. H
alie Schm

itz placed 
3rd. In discussion m

eet the FFA
 m

em
bers are gathered at a 

table and discuss solutions to an agricultural issue.

In the prepared speaking contest Paula Pittz placed 1st and 
Elizabeth M

oellers placed second and both w
ill be m

oving 
onto Sectional C

om
petition. In the Prepared contest FFA

 m
em

-
bers m

em
orize an A

gricultural related speech and present it 
to a panel of judges.

M
ineral Point FFA

 w
as represented very w

ell at the contest and 
did and outstanding job. C

ongratulations. The Sectional FFA
 

speaking contest w
ill be held on M

arch 12th at D
arlington. c

O
n W

ednesday, January 29, M
ichael M

cG
ow

an, a nation-
ally recognized speaker, spoke to all the students in the 

M
ineral Point School D

istrict. H
e also offered a nighttim

e par-
ent presentation for those w

ho w
ere interested on the subject 

of respect and responsibility.

M
ike hesitates to use the w

ord bullying. H
e believes it is over-

used and doesn’t really describe m
uch of the behavior that w

e 
see. Bullying is described as intentional acts to hurt som

eone 
physically, em

otionally or socially and m
ost often involves 

a pow
er im

balance of som
e sort betw

een aggressor and tar-
get. M

ike believes that m
uch of w

hat w
e see isn’t bullying 

but is best described as plain “m
ean” behavior. N

ot because 
w

e have m
ean children (although som

e m
ean people exist 

in m
ost environm

ents) but because m
any of our children 

lack the skills needed to interact w
ith others in a w

arm
 and 

respectful w
ay.

W
hy do our students lack these basic skills that m

ost adults 
had drilled into them

 as children? M
ike M

cG
ow

an points 
to our current culture to blam

e. There are m
any factors in 

society now
 w

hich lim
it children’s opportunities to learn and 

practice the m
any social skills needed to interact w

ith oth-
ers in a respectful and responsible w

ay. O
ne of these factors 

is individual bedroom
s. N

o longer do m
ost children share a 

bedroom
 w

ith a sibling or tw
o. They do not have the oppor-

tunity to learn and practice sharing, negotiation and conflict 
resolution. The w

ay children and adults alike are tuned 
into technology w

ith a variety of devices available to them
, 

often in their ow
n bedroom

, takes aw
ay the opportunity to 

learn and practice good com
m

unication skills, including 
listening skills and the respectful com

m
unication of feelings. 

C
hildren’s repeated exposure to m

any episodes of their favor-
ite TV

 show
s w

here sarcasm
 and snarkiness prevail. O

ften the 
m

eanest characters on these show
s are the ones w

ho are m
ost 

popular and receive the m
ost laughs. They don’t see how

 
being the responsible, kind character pays off. 

W
hat can w

e as parents and educators do? W
e have to w

ork 
extra hard and diligently to teach our students the relational 
skills they lack and give them

 the opportunities to practice 
them

. W
e can’t let the m

ean behavior and the sarcastic 
com

m
ents slide by w

ithout noticing them
 and using these 

as opportunities for teaching and practicing. W
e can’t let 

the little behavior problem
s go unaddressed as they tend to 

grow
 into bigger behavior problem

s W
e have to acknow

ledge 

that w
hile our society and technology has m

ade m
any things 

easier and has increased our skills in m
any areas, it has 

equally m
ade som

e things harder and taken aw
ay our chil-

dren’s opportunities to learn and practice the basic relational 
skills that are needed to form

 strong and healthy relationships 
w

ith others. 

Both 
students 

and 
parents 

alike 
enjoyed 

M
r. 

M
cG

ow
an’s 

entertaining w
ay of helping us recognize w

hat is behind som
e 

of the problem
atic behavior w

e see in our young people. 
H

elping us see the path w
e m

ust take to help our students and 
children becom

e the respectful, happy and productive citizens 
w

e all w
ant them

 to be. W
e now

 know
 that w

e cannot assum
e 

that children possess the relational skills w
e w

ant them
 to 

have. W
e can’t assum

e that w
hen they do not exhibit these 

desired behaviors it is because they are children w
ith “bully-

ing” behavior. Their interactions are often m
ean, not because 

they are m
ean, but because this is the type of behavior they 

are exposed to on a repeated basis and so this is w
hat they 

learn. W
e need to counteract these lessons w

ith our ow
n on 

a daily basis to give our kids the opportunities to learn and 
practice the skills w

e desire them
 to have. c

n
ationally Recognized Speaker V

isits M
ineral Point

C
a

rla
 R

a
n

d
, K

-6
 S

c
h

o
o

l C
o

u
n

s
e
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r

“
W

e have to w
ork extra hard and  

diligently to teach our students the  
relational skills they lack and give them

 
the opportunities to practice them

.”

      

 

 

 
 

W
here w

ould you picture 60 high school students and 
12 chaperones at 5:00 a.m

. on a Sunday m
orning? 

H
opefully in bed, but on M

arch 16th, you w
ill see them

 all 
bright eyed and bushy tailed boarding tw

o coach busses 
headed dow

n to O
rlando, Florida and setting sights on W

alt 
D

isney W
orld and Islands of A

dventure at U
niversal Studios. 

The students have a jam
 packed w

eek ahead of them
 in w

hich 
they w

ill be perform
ing a concert at D

ow
ntow

n D
isney and 

participating in the “You’re Instrum
ental” w

orkshop at Epcot.

D
uring the “You’re Instrum

ental” w
orkshop, a D

isney cast 
m

em
ber (professional m

usician) w
orks w

ith the band and 
teaches them

 w
hat it entails to be a professional m

usician in 
the recording industry. Follow

ing the clinic, students w
ill be 

presented m
usic they have never seen before, and have just 

one hour to put it all together before w
e are “hired” by D

isney 
to perform

 and record the soundtrack for one of their m
ovies.

If you happen to be in O
rlando on W

ednesday, M
arch 19th at 

1:30 p.m
., you should com

e on dow
n to D

ow
ntow

n D
isney’s 

W
aterside Stage and listen to the M

ineral Point H
igh School 

C
oncert Band in concert. The band w

ill be playing w
orks 

M
Ph

S Band headed to O
rlando, Florida M

arch 16th-22nd!
by 

Leroy 
A

nderson, 
Pierra 

LaPlante, Frank Ticheli, and 
Ralph V

aughn W
illiam

s.

Besides 
th

e 
perform

an
ce 

and clinic opportunities, the 
high school band w

ill be seeing 
a perform

ance of the Blue M
an 

G
roup, 

and 
visiting 

the 
follow

ing 
D

isney Parks: Epcot C
enter, D

isney’s 
H

ollyw
ood Studios, A

nim
al Kingdom

, and 
the M

agic Kingdom
 as w

ell as U
niversal 

Studios 
Islands 

of 
A

dventure 
w

hich 
includes the W

izarding W
orld of H

arry 
Potter.

W
e have several students w

hose fam
ilies are 

under financial constraints. If you w
ould like to 

sponsor a student so they can take part in this event, 
please contact M

r. N
evers at the high school through em

ail: 
m

att.nevers@
m

p.k12.w
i.us or by phone, 987-0730. c



Brewery Creek

Mineral Point’s own  

brewpub restaurant

GOOD fOOD

GOOD Beer

Since 1998 

mÒmÒm

Open year round

23 Commerce Street | 608-987-3298www.brewerycreek.com
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